Honourable Randene Neill March 28, 2025
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
Sent via email: WLRS.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Subject: Safeguarding thriving ecosystem relationships through a new biodiversity and
ecosystem health law

Dear Minister Neill:

Close to 8,000 British Columbian organizations and individuals weighed in on BC’s draft
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health (BEH) Framework, released in November 2023 and a key
step for implementing the 2020 independent Old Growth Strategic Review. These commitments
were made in response to huge support for protection of old growth and other endangered
ecosystems in recent years, and people and groups like ours who have participated are eager
to see change on the ground.

We write today to urge BC to continue this important work and move forward on implementing
the BEH Framework, including launching a robust co-development process for a new law that
ensures biodiversity and ecosystem health are prioritized and which is consistent with the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

It has been more than a year since the public comment period on the draft BEH Framework
closed, following thousands of mostly positive comments. We celebrated the BC government’s
commitment in the Framework to the conservation and management of ecosystem health and
biodiversity “as an overarching priority” and to “formalize this priority through legislation and
other enabling tools that apply to, and can be accessed by, all sectors.” We look forward to
continuing our celebration of this work as the Framework is finalized and implemented through a
new law.

We strongly support the paradigm shift envisioned by the Old Growth Strategic Review and the
BEH Framework, described in the Framework as:

“[A] transformational shift from a land management system that prioritizes resource
extraction (subject to constraints) to a future that is proactive, prioritizes the conservation
and management of ecosystem health and biodiversity, and is implemented jointly with
title and rights holders.”

Your government’s commitment to legislation enshrining this prioritization is critical. A
biodiversity and ecosystem law is essential to provide the certainty and predictability we all need
on the landscape. We fully agree with the Premier that measures to address the US tariff threat
cannot come at the expense of our environment or reconciliation commitments. Now more than
ever we need to protect what we love, preserve future economic opportunities, and ensure the
security of our communities.



Doing so will also require immediate, on-the-ground measures to implement the BEH
prioritization to maintain options for the future; this includes effective measures to ensure that
rare and at-risk ecosystems (e.g., old growth) remain intact while negotiations and engagement
processes are ongoing.

We look forward to working with BC, First Nations governments, western and Indigenous
scientific experts, diverse stakeholders and local communities to shape the new biodiversity and
ecosystem health law. If you have any questions about this letter please contact Jessica Clogg
at West Coast Environmental Law, 604-601-2501.
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