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YOU HELPED ACHIEVE SO MUCH IN 2024.  
 
This year was filled with highs and lows, and you 
stood alongside us through it all. Thank you for your 
support, we couldn’t have done it without you!  
 
With many challenges still ahead, we want to 
take a moment to celebrate the incredible things 
you’ve helped us achieve this year. Here are some 
highlights.   
 
We continued to push for urgent action to protect 
forests and endangered ecosystems, despite 
the disappointing old-growth update the B.C. 
government released earlier this year and the 
delay of the Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health 
(BEH) Framework. Your support helped increase 
public attention on this crisis through social media 
campaigns reaching tens of thousands of people, 
mainstream media stories, legal challenges, popular 
webinars, and film tours that are bringing old-growth 
conversations to kitchen tables across B.C. We won’t 
stop working until these life-sustaining forests are 
taken care of and biodiversity is protected.  
 
You and the Sierra Club BC community made sure 
your voices were heard by sending over 41,000 
letters to decision makers in the B.C. government. 
Sometimes, it can feel like an uphill battle, but these 
letters make a difference, and your support keeps us 
going. We are so grateful you’re on this journey with 
us.  
 
After another season of wildfires and a string of 
destructive atmospheric rivers, we joined over 
500 diverse organizations — including Indigenous 
leaders, faith groups, doctors, teachers and more — 
calling for a phase out of fossil fuels by the federal 

government. And we connected with community 
leaders, helping folks talk to their networks about 
climate change and inspire local action.  
 
Of course, we are still holding the B.C. government 
accountable by reporting back on the latest 
emissions data and trends. We will continue to share 
policy breakdowns and updates on social media and 
email to connect the dots between extreme weather, 
forestry practices and climate action.    
 
You told us that you want to better connect with 
others to work towards positive change. So, this 
year we held 30 events online and in-person, and 
have been hosting grassroots activations like climate 
communication workshops and programs like 
the Mother Tree Local Leader Program, designed 
to build networks of informed and active leaders 
pushing for bold changes in B.C. Since 2020, we have 
supported over 350 local leaders creating tangible 
and positive change in their communities and 
stepping into healthier relationships with the lands 
and waters.  
 
As we head into 2025, the work we do together is 
more important than ever.

In hope,

Message from our 
Campaigns Director

Shelley Luce 
Associate & Campaigns 
Director
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organizations across 
diverse sectors wrote 
in support of a federal 
phase out of fossil fuels

Our impact at a glance

650
news items 
metioned SCBC

7K
learners reached 
through our outdoor 
education programs

200K
views on our old 
growth explainer video 
series5K

registrants for our webinars with topics 
including old-growth policy, Indigenous 
solidarity and nature-based art lessons

448K+
people reached through 
social media ads

63.5K
followers of our email 
list and social media

federal court case won in 
protecting migratory bird 
habitat. 350

500

local leaders 
supported by 
Sierra Club BC to 
create tangible 
change in their 
communities 
since 2020

300K
hectares of new Indigenous-
led conservation areas were 
announced in 2024, thanks to 
Indigenous leadership, public 
pressure and support from the B.C. 
government

41K
letters were delivered to B.C. 
government officials calling for 
old-growth protection, biodiversity 
legislation and climate action  
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Over 300K hectares of land 
protected in 2024  
 
Great news! Thanks to Indigenous leadership, public 
pressure and support from the B.C. government, 
almost 300,000 hectares of new Indigenous-led 
conservation areas were announced in 2024. These 
are the largest conservancy additions B.C. has seen 
in years!  This includes protection for endangered 
caribou habitat in Klinse-za Park on Saulteau and 
West Moberly territory. And on Vancouver Island, 
new conservancies were created protecting old-
growth forests in Clayoquot Sound on Ahousaht 
and Tla-o-qui-aht territory.  In 2025, we’ll continue 
working with Indigenous Nations and community 
stakeholders to safeguard more of the places we 
love.

A court win for migratory birds and 
old-growth forests  
 
In 2024, Sierra Club BC and Ecojustice won a federal court 
case in protecting migratory bird habitat. The ruling could 
lead to the protection of more old-growth forests and other 
habitats important to migratory birds, and the many other 
species that rely on them.

Thousands spoke up for a 
provincial law prioritizing 
biodiversity and ecosystem 
health 
 
We know how much people like you care about 
endangered species and ecosystems like orcas, caribou 
and old-growth forests. That’s why we developed 
a tool that allowed thousands of concerned British 
Columbians to easily provide input and commentary 
on the province’s Biodiversity and Ecosystem Health 
framework. If implemented correctly, this draft could 
lead to a law co-developed with Indigenous Nations 
that prioritizes biodiversity and ecosystem health over 
industrial extraction. Thanks to public feedback and 
ongoing pressure from organizations like Sierra Club 
BC, B.C. is on track to make this law a reality.

You protected the people & 
places we love.

3



Getting to ‘net zero’ in Canada 
 
We supported the release of a new report by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives that outlined how, through phasing 
out fossil fuels and implementing bold policies and incentives 
now, we can stabilize the climate and have a livable future. The 
Getting to Net-Zero in Canada report was picked up by 61 media 
outlets, including the CBC, and sparked conversations across the 
country.

Photo credits: (Left) photo by Deborah Freeman,  

(Centre) Los Muertos Crew. (Right) Mya Van Woudenberg.

Our forest film tour was a huge success  
 
We hit the road for 7 days across 7 towns on Vancouver Island 
to tour the award-winning B.C. documentary Silvicola —  a 
film about B.C. forests and the people who depend on them.  
These screenings were followed by community town halls 
and forest walks. We engaged over 400 people and fostered 
rich conversations with community members about how we 
can work together to better care for these ecosystems while 
upholding Indigenous rights and supporting a thriving economy. 
CBC even came out to cover the Cumberland film screening and 
forest walk, publishing both a video and an article.

Mobilizing communities for the climate  
 
Climate change is hurting the people and places we love. Right 
here. Right now. That’s why we’ve continued to mobilize folks, 
with thousands of letters sent to MLAs and MPs calling to 
invest in clean energy and stop fracked gas and oil expansion 
projects. We joined over 500 diverse organizations — including 
Indigenous leaders, faith groups, doctors, teachers and more — 
calling for a phase out of fossil fuels by the federal government. 
And we’ve connected with community leaders, helping folks talk 
to their networks about climate change to inspire local action. 
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Growing our Mother Tree Local 
Leaders Program  
 
This holistic program helps leaders to develop 
community-based solutions to the intersecting crises 
we are faced with — including climate change, old 
growth and biodiversity — that are grounded in their 
own traditions and wisdom.     
 
Since launching in 2022 we’ve supported 40 
participants representing youth and faith-based 
communities of over 6,500 people across the Lower 
Mainland. Here are a few examples of the amazing 
projects Mother Tree Local Leaders Program 
participants are working on:   

•	 Creating sermons and workshops on climate 
action to engage and mobilize their faith 
communities   

•	 Working to divest their personal and 
institutional savings from fossil fuel 
investments  

•	 Creating pollinator gardens in their 
neighbourhoods and running workshops to 
help others join the movement  

•	 Organizing an environmental art series to help 
foster a deeper relationship with the plants 
and animals in their neighbourhood  

•	 Working with First Nations on watershed 
restoration

Over 350 local leaders supported 
since 2020 
 
We recognize that many people are hungry to do more than 
sign another petition. That’s why we’ve developed a suite of 
accessible resources and inspiring programs to help people  
go deeper. In 2024, we held hundreds of conversations 
with concerned community members — whether they’re 
looking to protect a tree in their neighbourhood from being 
destroyed, struggling to get news coverage on a fossil fuel 
expansion project they’re fighting, or wanting to use their 
art to create positive change. Our team lends an empathetic 
ear to listen and respond with avenues of support for how 
they can tackle their communities’ issue head on.

You empowered thousands 
of local change makers. 
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Re-connecting thousands of 
youth with nature  
 
In 2024 our education team organized 300 outdoor 
education workshops. We visited 18 communities 
across B.C. and reached almost 7,000 students!  We 
continued our popular Learn to Draw series which 
taught over 200 classes more about cool species and 
how we can better care for the web of life. To help 
make environmental education more accessible for 
teachers and parents, we also published and shared 
nine new downloadable resources and activities on 
our website. 

“We are SO thankful that Sierra 
Club BC exists for schools who 
also have minimal budgets. 
Connecting students with experts 
to learn on the land and in the 
community is hugely valuable.” 

“While I make every effort to be 
knowledgeable and engaging, 
I struggle to help my learners 
connect with the land. This 
workshop gave us some shared 
understandings about the land 
and relationships that we will be 
able to come back to in future 
lessons. We have several students 
in our group who routinely do 
not engage, and you managed to 
engage them! This was wonderful 
and inspiring to see. Thank you!” 
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MAJOR DONORS
Alison LeDuc

Amyra Carsh

Andre and Trudel Kroecher

Angela How

Anna De Luca

Audrey and Robert Wild

Beryl Borris

Brian and Diane Pinch

Bridey Morrison Morgan

Carole Ward

Chantal Barchard

Christopher Fleck

Christy Zettl

Jess and Dan Mauro

Dennis Perry

Douglas Pulleyblank

Elaine Decker

Elaine Tupper and Robert 
Bauman

Elisabeth Hazell

Elizabeth Kaller

Eoin O’Dwyer

Erica Bernardi

Erica Chan

Gabe Davis

George Heyman

Heather Renney

Heather Coey

Jackie Larkin and Glenn 
Schentag

James Deck

Jan Craig

Wes and Janet Bingham

Jeanne Keith-Ferris & Donald 
Ferris

Jim Connor

Laurie Bloom and John Davies

John Esling and Kazimiera 
Stypka

John North

Jonathan Braunstein

Karen and Eric Alexandre

John and Karley Rice

Kate Reynolds

Kerry Baisley

Kristina Knowles

Kyla Gowenlock

Laurence Brown

Laurie Bloom and John Davies

Leslie Alexander

Linda Nowlan

Lisa Paynter

Lucas Herrenbrueck

Mark Horne

Marlene MacKenzie

Martin Kuhn

Mary Mullens

Chris and Melanie Livingstone

Melina Auerbach and Harri de 
Wijze

Michael Dunn

Michael Race

Brandi Harrington and Michela 
Toscano

Nancy Poole

Nell Howard

Owen Williams

Pat Wiltshire

Pat Jacobson

Patricia Lane

Randy Speers

Rob Ring

Robin Bassett and Lisa Cowan

Royann Petrell

David Barnett and Sara 
Ferguson

Shana Alexander and Michael 
Brittain

Shanni & Mike Eckford

Sharon Forrester

Shea Miles

Sheila Watson

Shirley Franklin

Susan Walp

Suzanne Mazoret

Thomas Hackney

Thomas Demarco

Valerie and David Olafson

Vanessa Wiebel

Vickeri Cochrane

Virginia Smith

Yves Mayrand

Thanks for your support!
This work wouldn’t be possible without you.
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FUNDERS
Annual Foundation

Barthel Foundation

BCCBA

Blue Planet Fund

Gencon 

Government of Canada (NSERC)

North Family Foundation

Patagonia Foundation

Province of BC

Real Estate Foundation of B.C

Ronald S Roadburg

Sitka Foundation

St Andrews Wesley United 
Church

Victoria Foundation

 
 
CORPORATE DONORS
A.L.Ecologic

C.I. Abraham Medicine 
Professional Corporation

Considine & Company

Eagle Wing Whale Watching 
Tours

Earnest Ice Cream

Horne Coupar

IONICA Inc.

Jackson’s Naturals

John M Rice Law Corporation

Karley Rice Personal Real Estate 
Corp.

Kootenay Holdings Ltd.

Patagonia

Patagonia Elements

Primex Investments Ltd.

NON-CHARITY PARTNERS
Canopy

Indigenous Climate Action

Padma Centre for Climate 
Justice

Uut Uustukyuu Healing Society

 
 

SUPPORT FOR ACTIVITIES 
UNDER PARTNERSHIP 
AGREEMENT
Donner Canadian Foundation

Jarislowky Foundation

North Family Foundation

Renewal Partners

Ronald S Roadburg Foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGACY GIVING 
Estate of Irene Alberta Bodner

Estate of Margaret May Pahr 
 
These individuals contributed 
substantial legacy gifts to Sierra 
Club BC. We are so grateful to 
have been chosen to receive these 
gifts as we celebrate them in 
memory.

 
 
RED CEDAR CIRCLE 
MEMBERS
Adrianne Ross and Joe 
Tannenbaum

Arlene Skerrett

Brian and Diane Pinch

Charlotte Senay

Dr. Thomas Demarco

Eileen Farrer

Elizabeth Kaller

Frances Litman

G. Mcconkey

Gail Riddell and Ian Munro

George Heyman

Greg Utzig and Donna 
MacDonald

Hannelore Plonka

Heather Wilkinson

Jack and Doreen Lanskail

Jackie Larkin and Glenn 
Schentag

James Musgrove

Jean Stahnke

Jeanine Lucas

John and Wenche Hemphill

Judi Stevenson

Judy Lightwater

Julie Puetter

K. Malcolm Maclure

Karen Shirley

Laura Tiberti

Linda Hannah and Murray 
Rankin

Patricia Lane

Rob Mitchell and Eloise Spitzer

Susan Black

Sylvia Bartholsen

Sylvia Manning

Thomas Hackney 
 
Please note that we have done 
our best to acknowledge all 
supporters as they wish to be 
recognized when the Annual 
Report went to print. Our sincerest 
apologies if there are any errors. 
We encourage you to be in touch 
to confirm how you wish to be 
recognized in future publications.

Financials 
 
To review our financial records, 
please visit  
sierraclub.bc.ca/financials
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STAFF
Ascher Goodman

Aurora Tejeida

Avery Gallagher

Britt Adams-Lowe

Brooklyn Carey

David Quigg

Erika Padley

Fiona Douglas-Crampton

Flossie Baker

Gabrielle Vacheresse

Hannah Askew

Haya Aldoori

Jaimie Smythe 
 

 
Jens Wieting

Kate Sotelo

Katherine Nielsen

Kirstin Pulles

Liz Reed

Mary Parquet

Maureen Yao

Mya Van Wodenberg

Sam Carpenter

Shelley Luce

Our 2024  
Team
BOARD
Alix Flavelle, Board Chair (Sept-)
Amanda Tracey, Member at large
Dakota McGovern, Treasurer
Desiree Lawson, Member at large
Erika Pinksy, Member at large
Jordan Watters, Board Chair (Jan-Sept)
Kamila Suchomel, Member at large
Kerry Baisley, Board Chair (Sept-)
Rob Gillezeau, Member at large
Roberta Kowalishin, Member at large
Sarah-Katherine Coxon, Member at large
Shanti Aria Scarpetta Lee, Member at large
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SIERRA CLUB OF BC FOUNDATION
PO Box 8337 Central, Victoria B.C., V8W 3R9
Lək̓ʷəŋən Peoples Territory 
Registered Charitable Number: 11914 9797 RR0001

SIERRACLUB.BC.CA
Photos by Mary Paquet and Mya Van Woudenberg 

unless otherwise stated.

Building a brighter 
future, together.




